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PREFACE 1  
 
It is now almost five years since idea to implement a large project which will evaluate possible 
negative impact of climate changes on water supply and primarily on the groundwater sources, 
has been for the first time formulated and discussed at an initiative meeting held in Vienna. 
Proposed work on the project titled “Climate Changes and Impacts on Water Supply“ with an 
acronym CCWaterS, is a logical consequence of established long lasting cooperation of several 
institutions from South-Eastern Europe (SEE).  
 
Therefore, partners from Austria, Slovenia, Italy and Croatia have previously worked together 
on two international transboundary projects (Interreg III Phase): Kater (Karst and Water) and 
Kater II. Aiming to extend regional cooperation and following the scope of the SEE Programme 
an invitation from Austrian and Slovenian colleagues was provided to the selected institutions 
dealing with water issues in Greece, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and Serbia. The preparatory 
process for the projects under the programmes such as SEE usually takes months, and then one 
year or even more is required to review, negotiate and finally to get approval for the start of 
project. The project was scheduled for the three years duration and started in May, 2009. 
However, for the two Serbian partners the beginning further delayed due to administrative 
reasons and formal starting date has been rescheduled for late November of 2009.  

What was done during the three years of investigation? There were many in-the field activities 
and surveys, but nevertheless many desk study and models prepared for the analyses all aiming 
to achieve the major project task – to assess the impact of potential climate changes on the 
existing sources and water supply. Eminent national experts worked closely with the other 
project partners and the Advisory Board formed in order to ensure the project implementation 
and to define priorities within this multiphase investigation process. 

The project was carried out by eighteen project partners from nine countries from SEE, led by 
Municipality of the city of Vienna - Vienna Waterworks. This project also brought together the 
potential of the two leading professional and engineering organizations of Serbia in the field of 
water and hydrogeology: The Institute of Water Management «Jaroslav Černi» (IJC) and the 
Department of Hydrogeology of the University of Belgrade - Faculty of Mining & Geology 
(FMG). The late was appointed as the leading national partner. Project review and continual 
supervising were done by the EU Delegation to the Republic of Serbia as the main contractor 
and nevertheless by the Government of the Republic of Serbia – European Integration Office 
(SEIO). The financial contribution of the EU Delegation has been provided through the funds of 
the Instrument of Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA). This allocation has covered majority of the 
requirements, while national contribution for the part executed by the Faculty of Mining & 
Geology has ensured through the support of the Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning 
of Serbia (today Ministry of Natural Resources, Mining and Spatial Planning), the Pirot 
Waterworks and from own funds of the Faculty and in-kind works.  
 
The achievements of some of the research works, particularly from the field of hydrogeology, 
are already presented in several papers and articles published in international or national 
journals or proceedings from the conferences. Up to August, 2012 project members have 

                                                 
1  written by Zoran Stevanovic, the Project Manager and Team Leader of the Faculty of Mining & 

Geology, as the leading national partner for the CCWaterS project implementation 
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prepared 37 special reports, guidelines or brochures, while 72 appearances in media (news, 
interviews, press conferences) related to project have been recorded. Thus, part of the 
professional auditorium is already well informed about the positive results and obtained 
experiences. However, this Monograph is aiming to provide more information and the project 
details. It may be an informative document for those planning to prepare and execute similar 
projects in different technical fields, but even more, it could provide some guidance to the 
students or professionals working on different aspects of climatology, water resources 
management or hydrogeology.  
 
The Monograph includes full reports prepared by the members of research team of the Faculty 
of Mining & Geology. The chapters are following the structure of the project and topics under 
defined working packages. For each of them a full report summarizing contributions of all 
involved partners, and prepared by the team leader(s) is also published. Therefore, no detail for 
each of the test sites selected by project partners is possible to put together in one book. 
However, another monograph on CCWaterS achievements posted by the Austrian leading 
partner at the project web site is an additional material for those like to learn more about the 
project.  
 
A few years of hard work have passed. Now we have the results and this book is an opportunity 
for the wider public to assess the project’s results and achievements. However, for us this is a 
successfully implemented project and certification of our efforts. Moreover, a memory of 
common work, good results and established many friendships.  
 
 
In Belgrade,  
October, 2012 
 




